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Overview  

 
If someone told you ñIôm going to ride a jet ski (more properly known as a 
personal watercraft) all the way from London via Sydney to Aucklandò, what 
would you say? 
 

Are You Mad? 
 
Well, maybe. But there is a reason for this madness. 
 
In August 2010, New Zealander Jeremy Burfoot and a support team will set 
out from London to travel on a personal watercraft some 31,000 km. Theyôre 
on a mission to break an incredible world record and attempt something no 
one has ever dared before.  
 



 
 

The journey has been dubbed The Ultimate Ride. 
 
It involves the iconic London to Sydney route ï a journey made famous by 
other intrepid travellers using different types of craft ï none quite so bold as to 
try it on a personal watercraft.   
 
Along the way he will celebrate cancer survival stories, including his own. Itôs 
all about harnessing media attention to raise awareness and funds for cancer.  
  
The eyes of the world will be on this attempt. And thatôs why this incredible 
feat represents a very unique sponsorship opportunity for one company or 
brand to align itself with the adventure of a lifetime. 
 
We invite you to be part of The Ultimate Ride, to take this journey with us and 
reap the rewards of a truly credible business opportunity. 
 
 

 

 

 

About The Ultimate Ride  

 
 
Eighteen thousand nautical miles, one hundred days, two jet skis, two men. 
 
Itôs never been done before but thatôs not fazing the kiwi team behind the 
Ultimate Ride.  
 
The Ultimate Ride is a serious attempt to break the world record for travel on 
a Personal Watercraft (otherwise know as a PWC or Jet Ski) from London to 
Sydney.  Thatôs further than anyone has ever travelled on a craft of this type 
by more than 12,000 kilometres! 
 
The World Record challenge commences in London on 1st August 2010 and 
will be completed when Burfoot rides into Sydney some one hundred days 
later.  
 
But thatôs not where the adventure ends. The Ultimate Ride will only be truly 
complete when Burfoot travels a further 3500 kms to be greeted by thousands 
of well wishers in his home town of Auckland, New Zealand. 
 
Why make this journey? The ultimate goal of The Ultimate Ride is to succeed 
in breaking a world record and raise awareness of, and funds for cancer 



 
 

research in the process. Itôs more than a journey across the world. Itôs a 
record-breaking attempt with a philanthropic heart.   
 
The Ultimate Ride is not a race. Itôs all about the ability to go the distance and 
achieve something no one has ever done before. Undoubtedly itôs about 
making a personal mark but itôs also about making a difference in the fight 
against cancer. 
 
 
ñThe ultimate joy for me would be to make a difference with greater 
awareness of the need for health checks and cancer prevention. Iôm living 
proof that skin cancer happens but can be overcome with early diagnosis and 
treatmentò.      
       Jeremy Burfoot 
 

 

Adventure + Purpose = The Ultimate Ride 
 
 

 

What motivates a man to want to 
ride a PWC half way around the 
world? 
 
 
Well for Jeremy Burfoot itôs a number of things: 
 

 A sense of adventure 

 A healthy respect for the dangers of the sun 

 A dose of midlife crisis! 

 The personal challenge of doing something no man has ever done 
before 

 An opportunity to celebrate cancer survival stories including his own 

 And the desire to help others prevent cancer and champion the 
message ñLive Smart and Live Longò 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

So who is this guy?  

 

 
 
Meet Jeremy Burfoot. Heôs a successful individual who impresses his friends 
and colleagues with his work ethic and sense of fun.  Heôs the driving force 
behind The Ultimate Ride and a true Kiwi adventurer. 
 
Burfoot is a pilot for Qantas, a family man married for 19 years with three 
children, a cancer survivor, and by all accounts, a really good guy. Talk to his 
friends and theyôll tell you heôs loyal, generous and just a little bit stubborn.   
For many years heôs been a keen water sports enthusiast. Heôs tried all kind 
of water sports but has a particular love for riding personal watercraft. 
 
In 2005 he had an idea that eventually become the catalyst for The Ultimate 
Ride. Having recently being diagnosed with melanoma, he sat down with 
friend Brad Burton and planned an event to raise awareness of the dangers of 
skin cancer and how to prevent it. They thought it would be great to show 
what ordinary people can do to help fight this disease with awareness and 
funds for research so with the support of the Cancer Society they got out and 
did just that. 
 
It was a challenge, not just in terms of how to raise awareness and gain 
media attention but how to keep mind and body together over 19 days and 
5000 km riding a PWC around New Zealand. That was the Qantas Jet ski 
Around New Zealand event. It was a huge success in everything it set out to 
achieve.  
 
It was also the inspiration for what Jeremy believed was the ultimate 
challenge ï to ride personal watercraft from London to Sydney via some of 
Europeôs most famous waterways, across the Indian Ocean and into the 
Pacific. This epic journey was named The Ultimate Ride. With your help to 
sponsor, the next exciting instalment is about to unfoldé.  
 
 



 
 

 
 

Where will the Ultimate Ride go?  

 
 
The proposed route of the Ultimate Ride is one of the most challenging in the 
world. It involves travel more than half way around the world, across some of 
the toughest seas, challenging weather patterns and notoriously treacherous 
oceans with piracy, shark invested waters, language barriers, bureaucratic 
bungles and customs just some of the hazards along the way. 
 
 The journey will start in London on 1st August 2010 on the River Thames. 
From there the riders will ride out into the English Channel to the busy Dutch 
seaport of Rotterdam. The riders will then proceed up the Rhine River through 
Holland and Germany to Frankfurt and then via the Main Rhine Danube Canal 
through a series of over 50 locks before joining the Danube River. Then itôs on 
to Austria and Eastern Europe, passing through Vienna, Budapest, and 
Belgrade before reaching the Black Sea.   
 

 
 

From there they will turn south past Istanbul to be joined by an ocean going 
support vessel (The Domino) that will accompany them for most of the 
remainder of the route acting like a ómother shipô.  After rests and tests they 
will ride on to Gallipoli where the team will lay a wreath before continuing their 
journey across the Mediterranean through the Greek Islands via Santorini and 
Crete. It will be a two day ride to reach Port Said and Cairo in Egypt, the 
teamôs longest direct run at this point. 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Then it will be through the Suez Canal, hugging the West Coast of the Red 
Sea, avoiding the civil war in Sudan and stopping for a day in Eritrea to view 
its many islands and reefs teeming with sea life.  With luck and a good tail 
wind the riders will then enter the Gulf of Aden at Yemen where pirate attacks 
are possible and every precaution (including naval escort) will be taken to 
avoid the Yemeni coastline and Somalia.  The plan is also to arrive early 
September to avoid strong monsoon winds and monstrous swells across the 
Indian Ocean.  
 

 
 

From Aden the route tracks parallel to the coast before reaching Salalah in 
Oman where tanks will be refuelled for the 8 day crossing of the Arabian Sea 
to Cochin on the west coast of India. During this direct 2300km ocean 
crossing, the riders will be 1150km from the nearest land and in water miles 
deep, known for giant waves and strong winds. Temperatures will be in the 
40ôs at that time of year with frequent thunderstorms likely, thus requiring a 
lightening protection system on board (the first in the world on a PWC).  
 
Then from India itôs across the Gulf of Mannar to Sri Lanka and another big 
ocean crossing of the Bay of Bengal to Thailand and then Singapore. A 
couple of days after passing Singapore, The Ultimate Ride will surpass the 
current PWC distance record of 18,440 km set by American John Moffatt. 
 



 
 

 
 
The route continues with an Indonesian ñisland hopò past active volcanoes 
across the Timor Sea to Darwin in Northern Australian. This leg will require 
extra caution as large tiger sharks and salt water crocodiles are everywhere. 
Then itôs on to Cape York Peninsula before turning south along the Great 
Barrier Reef for the run to Sydney.  
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

Last but not least, after a few days rest, thereôs the infamous Tasman Sea to 
cross before reaching Fiordland, finishing with a tour of New Zealandôs east 
coast via Stewart Island to Auckland. Thatôs a total distance of some 
32,000kms ï almost doubling the previous record.    
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

London to Sydney  

 
The London to Sydney Route has been iconic for many record-breaking 
attempts. Thatôs all part of the appeal for the Ultimate Ride team. Itôs a route 
that has been tried many times before in many different ways in many 
different types of craft but never on anything as small as a PWC.  
 
The route offers the riders an interesting mix of riding conditions including 
rivers, inland seas, ocean crossings, island hopping and coastal waters. The 
terrain will change from temperate northern European latitudes to the burning 
heat of the Middle East to the sweltering humidity of South East Asia and the 
unpredictable waters of the Tasman Sea. 
 
For promoting global awareness of cancer or providing opportunity for 
sponsor leverage, there isnôt a better route available. All this potential 
exposure across multiple markets is available for an innovative sponsor to 
pick up and maximise to their own advantage. 

 

 
 

Ocean support craft ï the Domino 
 


